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DECLARATION 

Ken FUKUTA, Akio ENOMOTO, and Eiji ITO declare that: 

(1) the subject matter of instant claims 1 to 6 was invented 
before May 12 , 2000; 

(2) the enclosed exhibits showing reduction to practice of the 
invention include the following: 

Exhibit A which is the front page of the laboratory notebook 
of joint inventor Eiji ITO; 

Exhibit B which contains a description of an idea of 
identifying hole positions by an image processing technique; 

Exhibit C which contains a description of an idea for piercing 
holes by a laser; 




Serial No. 10/084,658 

Exhibit D which contains an experimental report on laser hole 
piercing; 

Exhibit E which shows a portion of an experimental report of 
actual examples prepared in accordance with that technique; and 

Exhibit P which is a copy of Japanese Patent Application 2000- 
116,654 filed April 18, 2000; and 

(3) all statements made herein of our own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief are believed 
to be true; and further that these statements were made with the 
knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false 
statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any 
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